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CRIMES COMMITTED IN
THE NAME OF LOVE

A Strange Epidemic of Murders in New York
City in Which Dan Cupid Plays the
Leading Part.

That there [s really an epidemic of
wrimes In the saerved name of love
might well appear from the recent
startiing record of fatal tragedies, a
large proportion of which have had
thelr goone In New York.,

“I kMed her because | thought she
was not true to me,” sald Jullus Hoff-
man, a8 he looked from the New York
potice to dying Draga Selgel.

“WIm you take me back?” demand-
o1 Henpy Flachner of Johanna Hoefer,
an attractive young waltress who was
on doty at her unela's lunch room, 821
Tenth avenue, and as she didn't res
ply he shot her down in eold blood,
then turned the weapon on himself.

Thus, on the police blotter, within
24 hours two more murders wore
sharged to the blind lttle god, Love,

Why has Cupid traded his well-be-
loved and gentle weapons, the bow and
arrow, for the more formidable revol-
ver?

In the days when Love was young,
fAind the gimple life an actuality, not a
theory, Cupld tipped his arrow with
golden lovessongs and aimed it with
4 laugh. To-day, In New York, with
Its strange commingling of forelzn
<clements, its nervous tension, Its glit-

tering pleasires and its  appalling
lonelineas, Cupid ofttimes londs his
newly acqgnired weapon with death-

dealing bullets and #etids them flying
To the accompaniment of 4 groan or a
curse, Within the past 12 months
Love's hand hos nimed more deadly
weanpons than  laeehus, or Greed, or
Revenge, or Hutred. Racehatred, sud-
«len fury following on the heels of a
business quarrel, these and all other
Causes must give Love precoedence as
tha power bohiond the gun, the knife,
the atilettn,

Just o vear ago, in an ohsenre down-
town hotel, Lonis G, Hampton, a man
«of Tamlly, social and business stand-
ing, shot and Kkilled first the woman
he loved nnd then himself, The wo-
man In the case was Vietorla Tacz-

kow, a beautiful salesgirl in a depart: |

ment store, She was 32 years the
juntor of her weaealthy and influential
Admirer, who was an official of the
Unlted States Trust company, of Wall
street.  She did not know he was mar-
ried. 8he was walting for the death
of his aged mother {o relleve him of
certain domestic responsibilities amd
get him free to marry the girl he
loved. Her nanme was above reproach.
Her family knew of her love affair and
approved of the supposedly prospect-
ive marriage.

Whit happened bhetween these two
behind the barred door of the obseure
hoted no one known., Perhaps the girl
had learned the hideous truth, and
told the moan she no longer loved him
—that slie was leaving him forever,
Three sharp

reports, scurrying foot-

of many admirers treated with co-
quettish toleration by the belle of
Carmine street and the Spring street
factary, but in time all fell back in
favor of Vincenzo Lavorce. The be-
trothal of the handsome couple was
announced, their wedding day grew
near—but with It eame death. An-
toinette, not content with her con-
quest, had later made fun of Miglia,
who was small and unattractive, call-
Ing him “The Toad." On the twenty-
sixth day of November “Tha Toad"
and the fuctory beauty met during
the noon hour at the water cooler. An
angry question, a taunting reply. four
reporta from a death-dealing pistol, a
once beautiful form l¥ing In a pool of
blood, & sullen man facing the officers
of the law.

“She made fun of me, and I killed
her. Now she won't marry any one,
and If [ dle, too, 1 don't ecare”

December, month of the Christ-
child, passed without a murder In the
name of Love; hut on Jannary 2 the
pollee gathered into their drag-net Leo
Mitehell, who for mora than four
yvears had been in hiding for the mur-
der of Marie Lewrazzo, a pretty girl
who had refused to marry him, after
he had pald her passage over from
Italy. To be sure, this was because
Marie had heard that Leo had an-
other wife in Italy, but the jealous
Italinn had passed the stage where
marriage vows counted against the
power of the little god—and so he,
too, ralsed his revolver and shot the
girl through the heart.

rive days later George Fallen, who
ran 4 flower stand at Elghty-first
street and Columbus avenune, shot and
killed Mrs. Madeline Wiedman, the
wife of his business neighbor, John
Wiedman, a news dedler, Mrs, Wied-
man was a striking brunette who with
her assistant, Miss Ratel, plied the
trade of manicuring at the Endicott
hotel.  She lived at No, S0 West
Eighty-gsecond street, whither on the
fatal night George Fallen had been
bidden, with other guests, to celebrate
a birthday. As the guests separated,

Fallen drew Mrs. Wiedman aside and
again urged the unlawful love which
she had often spurned, and, being
spurned nguin, that love eried hoarse-
Iy: "I'm tired of this nonsense. I
love vou, and I'm golng g0 hava
you.”

Then again the fatal shot and an-
other at Mrs. Wiedman's uassistant,
who came to her rescue, and still a
third and a sharp knife at his own
throat. Another tragedy in the pame
of Love had been written in New
York's criminal annals, ‘

In the early dawn of March 1 Ame-
tillo Gallo, a voung bride of Northern

to llve with me she wIill never
live with another, We are going to
dle together., Laura and Jim." But
the woman shot herself frst. The
man missed his aim and then wenk-
ened. Broken marriage vows, quar-
rels patehed up and then renewed,
love one minute, hatred the next,
death for the wife, suspicion, arrest
and dishonor for the husband-—and
all fo the name of Love!

“Three bullets for sweetheart and
one for herself,” is the tabloid form
in which Marie Balasl's tragedy was
written on Independence day. Da-
celved and rulned by Henry Stern, a
stranger In a strange land, and desert-
ed by the man she had trusted, poor
Marle Balasl thus ended forever the
new lova dream In which Stern had
lost all sense of honor and obligation
to her.

On July 2% occurred one of the moat
sansational murders in New York's
recent history. Miss Hsther Nor-
ling discovered that Frank H. War-
ner, once her busineas employer, later
her partner, was not worthy of her
trust and love, and thrust him out of
her life. Drink-sodden and believ-
ing that the girl, by her act, had

hand in hand,
some childbood friends of tho pretty
Dragn. She did the honors of New
York to her former playmates, Holf-
man heard and armed himself for re-
vange,

"I gave up everything, wife, family,
atanding, for love of you., You shall
belong to no other man.”

Again the fatal shot. Again 2 wom:
an pleading that she loved only the
man whose hand held the smoking re-
volver, Again the rage«dimmed oyes
that somehow reguiate a fatally true
aim, Agiin the rush of exclted paos
ple, the elang of the ambulance ball,

the shouts of offlcers driving back
the curious throng—and another
orime I8 lald at the door of poor,

twontieth-century worn Cupid.

TELEPHONE USED BY JAPS.

Government Owns System Which Has
Many Up-to-Date Features.

In Japan the telephone system is
operited by the government. Tele-
phone, postal and telegraph servieess
are all under one head, being con-
troiled by a group of officials whe
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The Clergyman Pinioned the Half Crazy Youth and Miss Crouse Escaped to
Her Family.

separated him from the last hope of
earthly happiness or all connection

Little Italy, went a-gunning for the | with a decent life, Warner shot and

man who bad stolen from him, at a

gtoeps and bated breaths in the 1"“"";

way without, nnd within—Cupld weep-
ing ever his deadly work.
Movember—and the Thanksgiving
spivit abroad in the big, bustling cily.
Hwé me such spirit in the heart of
Glosoppe Figlia. - Worklug with bhim
in o spme (e at No. 87 Spring
gweed wins beaufiful Antolnette Macio-
al, wesatital s ao Itellan woman e
oA bhe age of 19. Figla had
‘lovel sod woesd ker, had been ene

dance in the New Star Casino, One
| Hundred and Seventh stroet and Lex-
logton avenuw, the belle of the ball,
Sandra Glovelll, But his rival shot
fret.  Bhots were shinost as thick as
Itallan curses, and for the love of one
girl Gallo died and alx men were held
as his assasing.

June 17, James Wardell and his
wife, Laurs, eutersd Into a suielde
pact, as the note found \in their room
proved: “As long us Liwra s golng

killed her in the very door of the
store where she was employed as
cashier, at No, 3 West Forty-gsecond
street, Then, blood-crazed, he dashed
down town and killed a lifelong
friend, John C. Wilson, a millionaire
hat manufacturer of Waverley place
and Greene street, who was in the act
of loaning the crazed man money.

A doughty and strong-armed minis-
ter of the gospel saved a young wom-
an from a hated marriage and per-
haps from nctuzl death at Asbury
Park on September 19. Belle Crouse,
daughter of a Presbyterian minister
at Stanhope, N. J, was engaged to
Percy C. Bissell, a student at the state
normil school, Trenton, N. I, when
rumors reached her that ber intend-
ed was & confirmed gambler. Her fa-
ther found that the rumors were only
too true and the engagement was
broken off. The Crouses went to
Ocean Grove, whither young Bilssell
followed. The two young people met
on the street, and surreptitiously His-
sell displayed a revolver and ordered
the girl to accompany him to the pas-
torate of Rev. C. M. Griflin, pastor of
the Ashbury Park Methodist chureh.
In the middle of the service Misgs
Crouse began to scream, asking that
she be protected from her too anxious
lover, Whereupon, the clergymun,
being strong of arm, pinfoned the half-
crazed youth, and Miss Crouse es-
caped to the bospm of her [amily.
But the end was not yet, and friends
of the family assert that Blssell should

be confined, as the girl is not safe
g0 long as he is at large.

And last comes Jullug Hoffman,
married, formerly a Heutenant In the
Austrian army, who for love and
jealousy killed Draga Biegel. For he
had glven up wife, children and

friends. Hofman and his wife had
come from Australina, bringing with
them Draga, who had been an appren-
tice In Mrs, Hoffman's dressmaking
establishment,

In New York they all progpered un-
til love, blind, Irresponsible, unrgason.
ing love, tpok a hand in the game.
Mrg, Hoffman left her husband and
Drage went to live with a family
by the name of Lucas, Hoffmon
lived alone, Mrs. Holfman bLrought
suit against Draga Siegel, who In an-
other year would ecome Into un inher-
{tance of $100.000, for alienating her
husband's affectlons; and Draga in
turn brought euit for defamation of
character. In the midut of this con-
fuslon Jealousy and death appesed

form what is known as the depart-
ment of communications, Althongh
this department has had only a few
vears In which to bulld up the tele-
phone service it has made such prog-
ress a8 to put the Japanese system in
a condition which muakes it so much
superior to others in the east that it
is not for o moment to be compared
with them, says the American Tele-
phone Journal. In fact the Japanese
telephone men have adopted many
ideas in connection with thé bullding
and operation of thelr plants which
show that they counld give valuable
pointers to many Europeans In charge
of telephone systems under govern-
ment control,

Their progressiveness, for example,
in the use of telephones to ald in
army maneuvers is known to the
whole world. It Is acknowledged
everywhere that In the late wur with
Russia they developed flield telephone
service to a polnt of greater efficiency
than has been reached by any other
army.

Tokio has, as would b expacted,
the largest telephone system of any of
the Japanese olties, and the general
features of construction and operation
there scem to he typleal of the prac-
tice throughout the eountry,

Out of  populittion of neuarly a mil-
Hon people wbout 15,000 are subscrib-
ers for telephone service:, The lines
are divided between five oflices. The
rates are 68 yen (about $33) for
either buginess or residence stations.
All Hopes are Individual, party line
service belng estecemed unsatisfactory.

Cleanliness Ils the most noteworthy
thing which fmpresses Hself upon a
visitor to one of these central oflces.
The reagon for the absence of dost s
made apparent to the stranger by the
request that he sball remove his
boots before entering, which 15
courteously made at the door, Al
though n pair of slippers in provided
as a substitute for the (ool coverimg
worn out of doors; the shape of these
shoes Is so pecuoline thot the writep
has in some Instances found it more
eonvenient to walk in his  stocking
foet. The advantage of thiy oriental
cnstom of removing the shoes before
walking upon the floor of & room I8
shown clearly enough by the results,
The Jupunese offices are by long
odds the neatest the writer has ever
been in in any purt of the world.

All the operdtors are girls, The end-
less sucoegslon of challenges, “Nan-
ban” (number), I8 spoken In & well-
modulated tone of volce and all calls
secm Lo be answersd promptly,

From Australia came’

| disposed of it to a4 negro.
sale became known to the lhousehold-,

g At the National Capital

Gossip of People and Events
Gathered in Washington

DIVING AND SWIMMING
TEST FOR REAR-ADMIRALS

ASHINGTON. —Great consterna:

tion is felt in the navy over the an-
nouncement sald to have been made
by Assistant Secretary Newberry that
rear admirals must shortly undergo
A test to show whether they can swim
or not. In the army a test of whether
colonelg ean ride horseback was re-
cently made. Mr. Newberry's declar-
ation in favor of a swimming test for
admirals, however, I8 considered far
worse, although the average colonel
weighs several times more than his
horse,

The assistant secretary's plan {s to
have rear admirals dive from shore
shore and swim to their ships, Many
admirals who have not moved a wheel
for years except from the navy depart-
ment to the club are {ndignant. It s
felt that what the assistant secretary
ia really propoging is a general harl-
kari among the most eminent naval
heroes of the age,

Neverthelgss, the rear admirnls ac-
cept Mr. Newberry's announcement as
a4 fact against which thers is no use
in kicking and are preparing for it.

Rear Admiral Cowles, the presi-

WAS George Washington a liar?
Must another idol be shattered!?
These questions seem to be answered
in the affirmative by official records
now musty with age but In a fairly
good state of preservation. For years
there has been a legend in Virginia
that George Washington was seven
times indicted for perjury. No one
gave serious consideration to the ru-
mors, unworthy of associntion with the
beautiful childhood dream of the lttle
hatchet and the cherry tree. A young
man of Inquisitive temperament, hear-
Ing the legend, made inguiry at the
pongressional  library to ascertain
whether any records gave it support,
He was cited by the expert in charge
to the court records of Fairfax coun-
ty, There he discovered that DMe-
Dowell’'s men, after the battle of Bull
Run, ransacked the courthouse and
earried away most of the records, but
that one volume had recently been re-
caovered through the executor of the
estate of one of the Pennsylvania sol-
diers. This volume was carefully ex-
amined. and it was found that on May
21, 1760, the grand jury returned a
presentment against George Washing-
ton for having dodged taxes on “‘n

RACE WAR WITH COURT
WRITS AS THE WEAPONS

HE injunetion has been invoked in

a local race war. The white citl-
zeng of u suburb of this clty propose
to restrain a negro from occupying a
house he purchased.

The suburb known as Bloomingdale
Iying between the northern boundary
of the cld city and soldiers' home, was
several yvears ago subdivided, and long
rows of houses erected for sale. The
purchasers were given o deed which
stipulated in one of its clauses that
at no time should the property he
gold to a negro. One of the original
purchasers sold his residence to @
man who placed a4 gecond trust mort-
gnge on it

The holder of this second mortgage
to protect himself, placod the house
on sale with a real estate firm, which
When the
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OSTMASTER GENERAL GEORGE

YON L. MEYER has levased the
Jewest mansgion on the corner of Con-
necticut avenue and S street. It is
the intention of Mrs.' Meyer to return
to the national capital in time o pre-
sent her pretty young daughters to
society during the socinl genson, These
girls have been presented an the Rue-
sian and British courts, but it is now
quite customary to glve a series of
debut parties, Miss Julia ls barely 20
and her sister two yvears her junior,
g0 they are still eligible to eoming-
out functions., ‘They &re strikingly
allke and have been educated Logether
and seem to have Identical character
latics.

With Migs Edith Root, they will
form a delightful trio of cabinel girls,
apd will be the only representatives
ln that depleted set

dent's brother-la-law, i the same size

from his eollar bone to his fourth rib,
after which he juts out in a rectangu-

—_—

Hatween hiz wishbone
and his waist line Admiral Cowles
welghs more than many persons do
between their shoes and thelr hats.
The slght of Admiral Cowles down on
the Potomae river front trying to qual-
ity for Mr. Newberry's test would
draw tears from the eyes long unused
to grief.

Reports from Rear Admiral Evans's
headquarters by intlmate .friends of
his are that "Fighting Bob" is confi-
dent of heing able to come up to New-
berry's test, FEvans, ever since the
battle of Fort Fisher swims entirely
with one foot, the other heing used
mainly as a sort of screw-propeller.
The general effect {8 that of a flat-
wheel locomotive trying to elimb a
hill.

Evans fortunately is the same slze
all the way down. He has nothing to
kick about. The walls that are now
deafening the Washington horizon
arise from globular admirals with con-
vex proturberances abaft and midriff.

lar manner

RECORDS CHARGE THAT
WASHINGTON TOLD LIE

I\v!uwlml vehicla.™

Washington was in good company,
the presentment also naming George
William Fairfux, Willilam Mason and &
number of other distinguished gentle-
men of the day. At that time in the
colony of Virginia two methods were
in vogue for taxing property, both
personal! and real. Elther the assessor
wis permitted to make the list or the
sublect under oath submitted a list
As the presentment was returned
against George Washington, it s evi-
dent that he moade oath to the list of
his property and falled to Include “a

wheeled carriage” of which he was
possessead.
Washington, not belng indicted,

shows that the grand jury acted upon
its own initlative, because had the
mutter been called to their attention
by the prosecutor for the colony an in-
dietment would have been returned.
There Is only one volume of the reec-
ords of that time, and it does not
show what hecame of the presentment.
Whether Washington was tried will
not be known unless some veteran
of MeDowell's command, directly or
through an heir, returns the volumes
that were carried off after Bull Run.

ers for blocks around they at once
started a subscription in which Presi-
dent Gompers of the American Feder-
ation of Labor is reportad to have
Joined,

There are few residence blocks in
Washington upon which negroes do
not occupy one or more houses, except
in the ultra aristocratic section, and
even in that section some negroes
dwell. Race prejudice Is copstantly
growing more Intense here and in the
new subdivislons in the suburbs the
whites bhave attempted to protect
themsoelves agninst negro invasion by
restrictions placed In  the original
deeds similar to that carrvied by the
[ Bloomingiale conveyances, The negro
owner will assert his right to hold
the property under the fourteenth and
Irl!r..r.-‘u'.h nmendments and a4 merry
rice war s promised.

|

MRS. MEYER TO PRESENT
DAUGHTERS TO SOCIETY

l:-?h:lw wnd Miss Hitchecock, Wushing-
| ton might well wall: “Wanted a few
haudsome and soclally Ilnclined mald-
ens for the highes: executive sot"™
| The Misses Mever are unaffected
| girls, sure to be popular, for their in-
| tercourde with kings has not turned
thelr beads any more than it has
changed thelr charming mother. Both
have studied music and art under the
best masters abroad and having re-
glded in manpy allen lands are gifted
linguists.
| Young Mr. Meyer, aged 16, has been
thae schoolmate of Kermit Roosevelt
at Groton, and for a fow months in the
spring took a preparatory course ab
(leorge Washington Unlversity, In
Washington.

Mrs. Moyer is a delightful conver
satlonalist and she can chat very en-
| tertuiningly about royal babes whom

Wilh the passlog of the Mlsm[ahu bas known,
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